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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 
The Declaration of Paris, 1866 

Declaration respecting maritime law signed by the Plenipotentiaries of 
Great Britain, Austria, France, Prussia, Russia, Sardinia, and Turkey, 
assembled in Congress at Paris, April 16, 1856. 

The Plenipotentiaries who signed the Treaty of Paris of the 30th of 
March, 1856, assembled in conference, — considering: 

That Maritime Law, in time of war, has long been the subject of 
deplorable disputes; 

That the uncertainty of the law, and of the duties in such a matter, 
gives rise to differences of opinion between neutrals and belligerents 
which may occasion serious difficulties, and even conflicts; 

That it is consequently advantageous to establish a uniform doctrine 
on so important a point. 

That the Plenipotentiaries assembled in Congress at Paris cannot 
better respond to the intentions by which their governments are ani- 
mated than by seeking to introduce into international relationsfixed 
principles in this respect; 

The above-mentioned Plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized, re- 
solved to concert among themselves as to the means of attaining this 
object; and, having come to an agreement, have adopted the following 
solemn declaration: 

1. Privateering is, and remains abolished. 

2. The neutral flag covers enemy's goods, with the exception of 
contraband of war. 

3. Neutral goods, with the exception of contraband of war, are not 
liable to capture under the enemy's flag. 

4. Blockades, in order to be binding, must be effective, that is to 
say, maintained by a force sufficient really to prevent access to the 
coast of the enemy. 

The Governments of the undersigned Plenipotentiaries engage to 
bring the present Declaration to the knowledge of the states which have 
not taken part in the Congress of Paris, and to invite them to accede 
to it. 

Convinced that the maxims which they now proclaim cannot but be 
received with gratitude by the whole world, the undersigned Plenipo- 
tentiaries doubt not that the efforts of their governments to obtain 
the general adoption thereof will be crowned with full success. 
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The present Declaration is not and shall not be binding, except be- 
tween those Powers who have acceded, or shall accede to it. 
Done at Paris, April 16, 1856. 



The Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Sick 
and Wounded of Armies in the Field. Concluded, August 22, 1864 

The Swiss Confederation; His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of 
Baden; His Majesty the King of the Belgians; His Majesty the King of 
Denmark; Her Majesty the Queen of Spain; His Majesty the Emperor 
of the French; His Royal Highness the Grand-Duke of Hesse; His 
Majesty the King of Italy; His Majesty the King of the Netherlands; His 
Majesty the King of Portugal and of the Algarves; His Majesty the King 
of Prussia; His Majesty the King of Wurtemberg, being equally animated 
with the desire to soften, as much as depends on them, the evils of war- 
fare, to suppress its useless hardships and improve the fate of wounded 
soldiers on the field of battle, have resolved to conclude a convention to 
that effect, and have named for their plenipotentiaries, viz: 

[Names] 

Who, after having exchanged their powers, and found them in good 
and due form, agree to the following articles: 

Article I. Ambulances and military hospitals shall be acknowledged 
to be neuter, and, as such, shall be protected and respected by belligerents 
so long as any sick or wounded may be therein. 

Such neutrality shall cease if the ambulances or hospitals should be 
held by a military force. 

Art. II. Persons employed in hospitals and ambulances, comprising 
the staff for superintendence, medical service, administration, transport 
of wounded, as well as chaplains, shall participate in the benefit of 
neutrality, whilst so employed, and so long as there remain any wounded 
to bring in or to succor. 

Art. III. The persons designated in the preceding article may, even 
after occupation by the enemy, continue to fulfil their duties in the 
hospital or ambulance which they serve, or may withdraw in order to 
rejoin the corps to which they belong. 

Under such circumstances, when these persons shall cease from their 
functions, they shall be delivered by the occupying army to the out- 
posts of the enemy. 

Art. IV. As the equipment of military hospitals remains subject 



